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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction
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Redistributed under licence from HAE by FTH Hire Group. Licence expires on 31/03/2022

Maintaining the Fencing

TEMPORARY HOARDING
(continued...)

Narrow vertical ‘infill’ panels, the full
height of the hoarding can be
fastened to the junction between two
hoardings to ensure absolute
privacy. Panels are also available to
fit between the base of the hoarding
and the ground to prevent intruders
crawling under the hoarding.

Secure extension panels can be
fitted along the top of each section of
hoarding, increasing the height to
approximately 2.5m (8 feet), further
ensuring privacy and preventing
entry.

Stabilisers should only be installed on
the ‘unused’ side of the fence to
cause the minimum trip hazard to
people.

Short fence runs of up to about four
panels between corners may not
need any extra stabilising devices.

MAINTAINING THE FENCING

1.

Periodically check the fencing for
damage, or loose or missing

clamps. If you find faulty or
damaged items, do not attempt to
repair them. Contact the hire
company.

Check that there are no slabs, heavy
equipment, or anything else left
leaning against the fence, which
might cause it to fall over.

Check that the bases have not been
pushed or moved away from the
most stable position.

If a fence panel is temporarily
removed, perhaps to allow a
delivery, check that it is replaced
correctly with the parallel couplers
properly fastened.

Do not fasten anything to the
fencing with the exception of
appropriate warning signs. Large
signs or banners can create extra
wind loading and may require more
stabilisers to be fitted.

Do not string or tie any electrical or
lighting cables to the fencing.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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Safety Guidance

v:042017

Site Fencing

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to
carry out a specific risk assessment.

It is important to read this entire leaflet
BEFORE using the Site Fencing

1. Plan the use of the Site Fencing so that it can always be
used safely.

2. Site fencing is designed to provide temporary security
and protection when properly erected.

3. This site fencing must be erected properly using the
correct number of bases (or feet) and stabilisers.

4. Site fencing can only be erected safely on level ground
or on ground with a gentle slope; it cannot be erected on
an incline that is too steep.

5. The weight, and the awkward size and shape, of each section of fencing, and of
each concrete or rubber base, can cause injury to people or damage to property
if not handled and erected carefully and properly.

6. If you have not erected site fencing before, familiarise yourself with how it all fits
together before you start work.

7. If you have no prior instructions regarding fence position and design, decide on the
fence layout before you start work. Try to foresee any problems so that you can plan
how to deal with them.

8. You should wear the following items of personal protective equipment: safety boots
(EN345 or BS1870 / 4972); safety helmet — EN397 or BS5240; overalls; strong
gloves.

9. Site fencing is designed for erection by a minimum of two able bodied adults.
Anyone with either temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice
before setting up site fencing.

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived
to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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